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1 INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Distance Education is the education of a child outside of the traditional classroom 
environment. A child is enrolled in a school of distance education or a school which, along with 
an on-campus offering, provides a service of Distance Education. Under this model, a child 
completes their curriculum without physically attending a school. 

 

2 LEGISLATION 

2.1 The Education (General Provisions) Act 2006 (Qld) (the “Act”) is the primary legislation 
regulating the education of children who are undertaking Distance Education in Queensland.  

2.2 The Act states that it is the responsibility of a parent to ensure that a child who is of 
compulsory school age (6.5 – 16 or has completed year 10, whichever occurs first) is enrolled 
in a State School or a Government approved non-State School

1
.  

2.3 A State School of Distance Education is a State School for the purposes of the Act. A private 
school offering a service of Distance Education for primary, secondary or special education is 
considered to be a Government-approved non-State School

2
. 

2.4 Once a child ceases to be of compulsory school age, they enter the compulsory participation 
phase of their schooling. In this phase they must be enrolled full-time in an “eligible option”

3
. 

The compulsory participation phase ends at the earliest of when the child: 

2.4.1 Gains a Certificate of Achievement, a senior statement, a Certificate III or Certificate 
IV; 

2.4.2 Has participated in eligible options for 2 years after ceasing to be of compulsory 
school age; or 

2.4.3 Turns 17
4
. 

 

2.5 The following programs are considered to be “eligible options” under the compulsory 
participation phase: 

 

                                                      
1
 Education (General Provisions) Act 2006 (Qld) s 176(1). 

2
 Education (Accreditation of Non-State Schools) Act 2001 (Qld) s 6(1). 

3
 Education (General Provisions) Act 2006 (Qld) s 199. 

4
 Education (General Provisions) Act 2006 (Qld) s 231. 
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2.5.1 Educational courses taught by a State school or private school; 

2.5.2 A higher education program taught by a University; 

2.5.3 Vocational education and training provided by a TAFE; 

2.5.4 A traineeship or an apprenticeship undertaken with a registered training organisation; 
or 

2.5.5 An employment skills development program undertaken with the Vocational 
Education, Training and Employment chief executive

5
. 

 

2.6 A school offering a service of Distance Education is similarly considered to be offering an 
adequate “eligible option” to a student

6
 as if the student was attending a school. 

2.7 If students are considered truant, or not participating as required, there may be consequences 
in relation to the family’s receipt of Centrelink payments. 

 

3 DISTANCE EDUCATION PROVIDERS 

3.1 Distance Education allows a child to undertake a flexible learning structure to cater to their 
individual needs. 

3.2 Schools of Distance Education provide education to a student by supplying them with a pre-
prepared curriculum. A parent becomes the student’s main tutor, guiding them through the 
provided materials. 

3.3 This model of schooling is typically utilised by: 

3.3.1 Families who are geographically isolated; 

3.3.2 Children who have encountered bullying at an on-campus school; 

3.3.3 Children with learning impairments; 

3.3.4 Children with disabilities; 

3.3.5 Children seeking a wider range of curriculum to that offered from a “normal” school; 

3.3.6 Children who wish to accelerate their schooling; 

                                                      
5
 Education (General Provisions) Act 2006 (Qld) s 232. 

6
 Education (General Provisions) Act 2006 (Qld) s 232. 
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3.3.7 Children who require flexible learning arrangements due to travel; 

3.3.8 Children who are playing sport at a high level and cannot commit to normal school 
hours; and 

3.3.9 Children who wish to do subjects that are not offered at their local school. 

 

3.4 Throughout researching this paper, the general consensus from all interviewed sources (both 
private and public) is that Distance Education is only appropriate for students with a parent or 
other adult who is committed to their child’s education. Parents who do not have time to 
adequately support a child, guide them through their school work and give them constructive 
feedback are not encouraged to enrol their child in Distance Education. An inability to commit 
to a child’s education may be reflected in their child’s school results and achievements. 

 

4 TYPES OF DISTANCE EDUCATION 

4.1 Public Schools of Distance Education 

4.1.1 There are seven State Schools that provide Distance Education in Queensland, which 
are controlled by the Queensland Government

7
. These are

8
: 

 Brisbane School of Distance Education; 

 Cairns School of Distance Education; 

 Capricornia (Rockhampton Campus) School of Distance Education; 

 Capricornia (Emerald Campus) School of Distance Education; 

 Charleville School of Distance Education; 

 Charters Towers School of Distance Education; 

 Longreach School of Distance Education; and 

 Mt Isa School of the Air. 

 

4.2 Private Schools of Distance Education 

4.2.1 Private schools which provide Distance Education Schooling to students must have 
been accredited by the Non-State Schools Accreditation Board as Distance Education 
service providers. Many of these schools are “normal” private schools which have 
students attend, that also offer a service of Distance Education. The private schools 
currently accredited to provide Distance Education are: 

                                                      
7
 http://education.qld.gov.au/curriculum/distance/. 

8
 Please see “Useful Information” on pages 16-18 of this presentation for contact details of each of the individual public and private 

schools listed. 

http://education.qld.gov.au/curriculum/distance/
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 Riverside Christian College; 

 Groves Christian College; 

 Hinchinbrook Christian School; 

 Jubilee Christian College (Atherton); 

 Faith Christian School of Distance Education; and 

 Australian Christian College Moreton. 

 

5 THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN HOME EDUCATION AND DISTANCE EDUCATION 

5.1 Home Education 

5.1.1 Home education is conducted through the Home Education Unit of the Queensland 
Government. A parent applies directly to the Home Education Unit to have their child 
registered for home education. 

5.1.2 Under this model, the parent is the “educator”. They have a legal responsibility to 
provide a high-quality education to their child. A curriculum is not provided to the 
parent; rather, a parent is responsible for the development and implementation of a 
suitable curriculum. This curriculum forms part of the application documentation to 
register a child for home education. The curriculum is assessed by the Chief 
Executive of the Home Education Unit upon application, and is a contributing factor to 
the Chief Executive’s decision to grant registration for a child. 

5.1.3 A child may not be simultaneously enrolled at a school while undertaking home 
education

9
. 

5.1.4 Students are not eligible to receive an Overall Position under the Home Education 
model, except under a special arrangement and by undertaking specific additional 
activities. 

5.1.5 Making a parent the legal “educator” of their child balances the State’s obligation to 
ensure that each child receives a high-quality education with a parent’s right to make 
decisions as to how to educate and raise their child. 

5.2 Distance Education 

5.2.1 A parent enrols their child in a school which provides a service of Distance Education. 
That school provides a curriculum for the child to complete. The role of a parent is to 
act as a “tutor” to their child, and provide guidance in the completion of their 
curriculum. A teacher is available to formally assist the child, and that teacher 
provides reports on the child’s progress; similar to the practices of a school. 

                                                      
9
 Education (General Provisions) Act 2006 (Qld) s 229. 
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5.2.2 Students are eligible to receive an Overall Position upon completion of year 12 in 
Distance Education. Distance Education enables this by providing OP subjects.  

 

6 THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN PRIVATE DISTANCE EDUCATION AND PUBLIC DISTANCE 
EDUCATION – A COMPARISON 

Information presented regarding private schools of Distance Education related to Groves Christian 

College in particular, but is fairly typical of schools offering Distance Education. 

 

6.1 Religious Underpinnings 

6.1.1 As a general rule, private Distance Education is conducted through a Christian 
worldview. The curriculum provided to a child is designed to reflect, encourage and 
grow this worldview. This is much the same as Christian/Catholic schools around the 
State. 

6.1.2 Public distance education is not grounded in a religious worldview. 

6.2 Flexibility in curriculum 

1.1.2 State Schools of Distance education have one set curriculum set by the Queensland 

Government. Private Schools of Distance Education may offer multiple curriculums to 

suit the differing needs of students. 

 

 

7 CURRICULUM STRUCTURE 

7.1 Public Schools 

7.1.1 There is one assigned curriculum for State Schools of Distance Education. Under the 
Australian National Curriculum, the work prescribed to students under the Distance 
Education model is very similar to that of an on-campus State school. The curriculum 
is, however, more prescriptive than on-campus curriculum in order to facilitate a 
child’s self-learning process and for the reason that a child does not have a teacher 
constantly present to guide them through the materials. 

7.1.2 The school provides enrolled students with a set amount of work per subject. All work 
is divided into Units. There may be multiple Units per term. Generally, one Unit 
focuses around a central theme. All work is distributed to a student in a mixture of 
hard copy and digital forms.  
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7.1.3 Each Curriculum Pack contains “Independent Learner Materials”, which is curriculum 
structured in such a way as to facilitate self-learning by a child. The pack contains a 
Unit Overview for each subject as well as the corresponding Lessons and materials 
necessary to complete the Units (such as links to videos, websites and literature 
extracts). These lessons are in the form of instructions and questions with a space on 
the page available for a student to record their response. The pack also contains the 
criteria for assessment that is to be submitted to a teacher. A sample of the Year 7 
Independent Learner Materials are annexed. 

7.1.4 A student is expected to spend 70 minutes per day per subject completing these Units 
to make satisfactory progress in their education. There is, however, no monitoring 
system to record or enforce the time that a child spends on their school work. 
Anecdotal information suggests that the time required, now that the Australian 
National Curriculum is in place is more likely to be significantly more than that. 

7.1.5 Students are given a guide as to when each unit should be completed in order to stay 
up-to-date with school work. The completion of these Units at the recommended time 
facilitates the acquisition of knowledge and skills at a time that corresponds with the 
set assessment tasks. Some Units are completed by a child and parents are asked to 
give “on the spot” feedback. Unless they specifically request this work, the school 
does not receive these completed Units. 

7.1.6 A student’s curriculum also encompasses online seminars, by which all students in 
that subject for that year level communicate digitally from one platform. Students “dial 
in” to this seminar on the telephone at a set time. This enables all students to 
simultaneously see material (on their computer screen) that a teacher is directing, as 
well as speak to one another. Teachers are also able to digitally split students up into 
groups to enable students to work collaboratively. This interactive whiteboard 
program also has a chat box for students to contribute to class discussions. 

7.1.7 Assessment tasks are set for students and are required to be submitted to the school 
(usually digitally) by a set date. These major assessments are graded by a teacher. 
The school monitors and enforces receipt of these assessments. 

7.1.8 The State school system is currently in the process of transition into the Australian 
National Curriculum. A child should be able to transfer from one State school to 
another (regardless of whether the child is enrolled in a school of distance education 
or an on-campus school) and be at the same stage in their education and be 
completing the same work at the same stage as that of their previous school. 

7.2 Private Schools (Groves Christian College as an example) 

7.2.1 Most Private Schools of Distance Education offer multiple curriculum packages in 
order to cater to a student’s specific academic ability.  
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7.2.2 These packages are targeted towards differing academic abilities of a student: 

 Above average curriculum for high achievers; 

 Average; and 

 Below average. This curriculum is designed to address learning gaps and to bring 

a child up to the ability expected of their chronological year level. 

 

7.2.3 The curriculum chosen addresses a child’s specific strengths and weaknesses. 
Elements of multiple curriculums may be combined. For example, if a student is weak 
in Mathematics but strong in English, a teacher may take the “below average” 
mathematics component and combine it with the “above average” English component 
and compile this into one curriculum package which services the needs of that 
particular student. 

7.2.4 Upon enrolment, a student is required to undertake a diagnostics test to determine 
the particular curriculum that would be most beneficial for their academic 
development. 

7.2.5 Groves Christian College then send out a “parent training pack”. A teacher contacts a 
parent and discusses the curriculum package available for a student, taking into 
account the results of the student’s diagnostics test. 

7.2.6 The curriculum package is then prescribed and parents are responsible for obtaining 
the relevant textbooks and materials to supplement this package. The package gives 
parents information of the required textbooks and where to buy them. These 
textbooks are a mixture of Christian and secular materials. 

7.2.7 Included in this package is a guide for parents as to how work is to be completed by a 
student. This is to enable a parent to adequately guide their child through the 
materials and to moderate it in such a way as to ensure a child’s educational 
advancement. 

7.2.8 This package includes an assessment sheet, indicating what assessment is to be 
sent in and when. These assessments correspond with the general school work that a 
child is required to complete. This assessment sheet similarly shows a child how to 
break the textbook down into the work that is to be completed each week. 

7.2.9 For students in year 12, most OP subjects have online modules. 

 

8 PROTECTIVE MECHANISMS 

8.1 Truancy – Public schools 
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8.1.1 If a teacher does not receive due work from a student, they may notify the regulating 
authority of the school. The timeframe of when to report this to the school is generally 
at a teacher’s discretion. A teacher will first try to contact the student and their family 
for an explanation of the child’s absence. A teacher will also consider the individual 
circumstances of the student in determining the appropriate timeframe in which to 
report a student. As a general rule, if work is not received from a student for a period 
of one school term (and the teacher’s attempts at contacting the family have been 
unsuccessful), a teacher will report this to the school. 

8.1.2 If the school chooses to action this report, these families can be reported to the police 
and to welfare. The relevant authorities will then locate this child and address the 
issue of truancy. 

8.2 Truancy – Private schools 

8.2.1 The most common indicator that a child is not completing their school work is that a 
school will suddenly be unable to contact a family. If the attempts to contact a family 
are unsuccessful, the teacher will contact the administration office of the school and 
alert them. 

8.2.2 The school will write a letter to the family, outlining which assessment pieces are due 
for submission and the dates by which these assessment pieces must be submitted. 

8.2.3 If this attempt at contact is unsuccessful and the stipulated work is not submitted, the 
school will write a further letter to the family stating that a student’s enrolment will be 
terminated if assessment is not received by a certain date. 

8.2.4 Many families, due to the commitment that a parent must make to their child’s 
education, often has one parent receiving Centrelink benefit. Centrelink checks with 
Private schools of Distance Education that families are getting work return. A failure to 
return work may result in a decrease or forfeiture of Centrelink payments. 

8.3 Misbehaviour – Public Schools 

8.3.1 State Schools of Distance Education do not need to undertake disciplinary action as a 
child is not attending an on-campus school. 

8.4 Misbehaviour – Private Schools 

8.4.1 They do not need to undertake disciplinary action as children do not attend a campus. 

8.4.2 Groves Christian College runs workshops for families who are encountering 
behavioural issues with their children in the home environment. 

8.5 Monitoring of work and academic progress – Public schools 
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8.5.1 A parent is expected to be the primary monitoring tutor. 

8.5.2 A parent is ask to initially mark a child’s school work and give feedback to a child on-
the-spot. This process aims to maximise a child’s learning by providing constructive 
feedback immediately upon the child completing their work, as the learning is 
immediate and relevant. This work may not be submitted to a teacher. 

8.5.3 If parents have concerns as to their child’s response to this schoolwork, they may 
contact their child’s teacher. 

8.5.4 Major assessment tasks submitted by a student are graded by a teacher. These 
results are generally indicative of the educational progress of a child. 

8.6 Monitoring of work and academic progress – Private schools 

8.6.1 A parent is expected to be the primary monitoring tutor. 

8.6.2 A parent initially marks a child’s work and provides immediate feedback to a child to 
maximise their learning experience. This is for the reason that work being sent away 
takes a while to be returned, and the learning is immediate and relevant. 

8.6.3 At Groves Christian College, set assignments are sent in to a teacher on a set date 
every term. It is on this date that all work must be submitted – different assignments 
do not have different due dates, although the College recommends the dates on 
which work is to be completed to ensure that a student stays up-to-date with their 
school work. Through the marking of this work, teachers are able to monitor the 
educational progress of a student and address any outstanding issues in relation to 
the quality of the work. 

8.6.4 Comprehensive report cards are produced twice per year. A progress shorter 
“progress report” is also produced once per year. This is a very good indicator of the 
educational progress of a child. 

8.6.5 A child must fill out attendance sheets of days spent undertaking school work and 
days sick. This is kept on the student’s file and may similarly reflect on the quality of 
work that is being produced. 

8.6.6 A teacher is required to telephone the student’s family a minimum of once every 2 
weeks. These telephone conversations are between a teacher and a parent, or a 
teacher and a student, or both. Teachers are also available to discuss issues as they 
arise if necessary. 

8.6.7 Another way that a teacher is able to monitor the educational progress of a child is 
through home visits (which are undertaken at least twice per year). During these 
visits, teachers speak with a student about the progress of their school work. They 
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may ask a primary student to read a passage of a book to them, or enquire with a 
high school student about the method that they used to complete an assignment. If a 
child is not doing their work (or if, as in some cases, a parent is completing school 
work for a child), the teacher will gain an indication of that during these visits. We’re 
told that teachers pick up the problems fairly promptly through regular telephone 
contact with the student. 

8.7 Poor Academic Performance – Private Schools 

8.7.1 If a student is having difficulty completing their set work and/or is performing poorly 
academically, the student and the parent are encouraged to contact the student’s 
teacher. 

8.7.2 The student’s regional teacher will speak with the child and ascertain the source of 
their difficulty and conduct one-on-one tutorials with the child over the telephone to 
ensure that they understand the content and to assist with their learning difficulty. 

8.7.3 If it is geographically viable for a student, the student may also attend one-on-one on-
campus tutorials with their regional teacher. 

8.7.4 Each teacher at Groves Christian College has a certain subject specialty. If a teacher 
who is regionally assigned to a student believes that a problem is outside of their 
scope of expertise, they consult a teacher who specialises in the specific subject or 
area that a student is having difficulty with. The consulted teacher may equip the 
regional teacher with the necessary information to address the issue, or alternatively 
the consulted teacher may communicate directly with the child to the extent that they 
can help the student with their area of academic difficulty. 

8.8 Records of Communication – Private Schools 

8.8.1 A school keeps a record of all work returned, and of all report cards and attendance 
sheets of all students enrolled with their school. They take a digital copy of all 
materials before work is returned to a student with feedback and before report cards 
are sent to the student. These digital records are kept on the student’s file. 

8.8.2 They additionally keep a record of home visits and copies of letters sent to parents 
when a child’s work is not submitted. 

8.8.3 Together, these records may suffice to evidence the academic progress of a child and 
additionally reflect on a parent’s effect on their child’s education. 

8.9 Records – Public Schools 

8.9.1 Within the Public School system in Australia, a teacher is able to access a students’ 
past report cards and records, provided that a student has previously attended a 
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Public School in Australia. Upon a student transferring from any Public School in 
Australia to a Public School of Distance Education, that student’s past report cards 
are made accessible to the teacher. 

8.9.2 The program used to store report cards, disciplinary issues and the like is the same 
across Queensland State Schools regardless of whether the student is enrolled in a 
traditional State School or Distance Education. 

9 STUDENT EVENTS 

Student events are utilised as a measure to ensure that students, especially those students living in 

geographically remote areas, do not become socially isolated due to a lack of contact with other 

children. These events are designed to bring all students educated via distance education together 

periodically to participate in group activities in a group learning environment. 

 

9.1 Public Schools: 

9.1.1 Social events include “mini schools”, where a teacher travels to a location that is 
central to multiple of the distance educated students in their class. The students who 
are able to travel to this location do so. This group may be comprised of as little as 
three students or as many as ten students, dependant on the location of the mini 
school. Schools like Longreach School of Distance Education naturally have smaller 
classes due to the geographically isolated nature of the school. Brisbane School of 
Distance Education, however, is situated in a more densely populated area so their 
mini schools tend to have a higher attendance level; 

9.1.2 School sporting carnivals are periodically conducted to encourage healthy 
competitiveness; 

9.1.3 Different year levels go on different camps throughout the year, where they have the 
opportunity to socialise, acquire leadership skills and participate in team building 
exercises; 

9.1.4 Home visits are conducted by teachers for the purpose of monitoring a child’s 
academic progress. 

9.2 Private Schools: 

9.2.1 Workshops twice per year where students and teachers meet at a central location (if 
geographically viable). These are designed to facilitate communication and teamwork; 

9.2.2 School camps are offered to students, where they have the opportunity to socialise, 
acquire leadership skills and participate in team building exercises; 
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9.2.3 Groves Christian College holds a region-based event once per month per region (in 
addition to teacher home visits). This encourages students to communicate and work 
with other students; 

9.2.4 Most Private Schools of Distance Education holds an awards night once per year in 
one location. All students are encouraged to attend this event; 

9.2.5 Home visits are conducted by teachers for the purpose of monitoring a child’s 
academic progress. 

9.2.6 Most Private Schools of Distance Education offer mission trips to underprivileged 
areas of Australia or overseas to facilitate team work and interaction with other 
students and different cultures; 

9.2.7 The additional student events provided may focus on Christian growth in a child’s life 
outside of their academic endeavours. This can include bible study groups and Life 
Skills groups periodically throughout the school term; 

 

10 DO I NEED TO PROVE ELIGIBILITY FOR DISTANCE EDUCATION? 

10.1 No. There is no set of criteria to be satisfied before a child is considered to be eligible for 
Distance Education. Distance Education is available to any child who feels as though this 
model will fulfil their educational needs. While a high degree of support from within the child’s 
family and home is essential for a child to succeed under this model, it is not a criteria which 
needs to be proved before enrolment. 

11 FEES 

11.1 Public Schools 

11.1.1 The prescribed fee of education under this structure is payable by the person to 
whom the distance education is being provided

10
, except for where the person: 

 Lives in a remote area; 

 Has been expelled from 1 or more State schools and lives in a remote area with 

the exception of the school/s from which they have been excluded; 

 Is excluded from all State schools (other than a school of distance education); 

 Cannot attend a State school due to a medical condition; 

 Has an itinerant lifestyle; or 

                                                      
10

 Education (General Provisions) Act 2006 (Qld) s 52(2). 
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 Cannot attend a State school due to carers responsibilities.
11

 

 

11.1.2 If a child falls into one of the above exemptions, they will be exempt from paying 
school fees. 

11.1.3 For children who have a choice between attending an on-campus State School or 
undertaking Distance Education, the annual fee for 2013 is $1,219.25 (plus costs of 
teleconferencing). 

11.1.4 Students who are not exempt from payment on the above grounds may apply to the 
chief executive for a waiver of the enrolment fee. This fee may be waived if the Chief 
Executive believes that: 

 The child undertaking distance education would suffer a significant educational 

disadvantage if they were unable to continue their enrolment in this program; or 

 Paying the fee would cause financial hardship to the person liable to pay the 

fee.
12

 

 

11.2 Private Schools 

11.2.1 The fees payable under a private school structure are set by the school in question. 
There is no regulation surrounding this. 

12 CASELAW: 

12.1 Xiu v Hodges [2007] FamCA 636; [2011] FamCA 419; [2013]FamCA 175 

12.1.1 This case had an unfortunate history. Starting in 2007, the matter came back before 
the Court repeatedly, despite the potential that the parents had to co-parent 
effectively.  

12.1.2 The child, born in 2002, was suffering from severe global development delay. He was, 
by the time of later cases, also diagnosed as suffering from autism and an intellectual 
disability. By age 9, the child was assessed by his treating paediatrician as having the 
intellectual development of a 3 – 4 year old, the fine motor skills of a 3 year old, the 
verbal skills of a 2-3 year old, and significant impairments in his adaptive behaviour. 
He was not toilet trained, was largely non-verbal, and was unable to independently 
feed, wash or dress himself.  

                                                      
11

 Education (General Provisions) Act 2006 (Qld) s 53. 
12

 Education (General Provisions) Act 2006 (Qld) s 54. 
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12.1.3 The cases made clear that the parents together, had significant strengths in different 
areas, and consequently complimented each other’s strengths, and compensated for 
the other’s weaknesses well.  

12.1.4 Initially, the parents had a close working relationship for the most part, and were 
clearly committed to working together for the good of the child.  

12.1.5 The child’s care needs were high, and involved significant medical and allied health 
appointments.  

12.1.6 One of the respective differences in approach had been that whilst the Mother 
followed to the letter any recommendations of medical and allied staff, the Father had 
a more questioning approach, and actively searched out alternative therapies and 
approaches. Consequently, he at times got the treating medical practitioners off side. 
However, the evidence was plain that at his instigation, he had located and sourced 
technology that allowed some communication, and had been actively pursuing 
complementary treatments and approaches.  

12.1.7 In this case, the Court found that the Father’s approach had benefit to the child, and 
ordered that on 4 days a week the child attend a special school, and 1 day a week he 
be home schooled with the Father. In this case, it was home schooling (not distance 
education) in that the Father designed the curriculum. As an aside, the later cases 
discussed that dad was largely unstructured in his approach, which did cause some 
controversy on the basis that dad didn’t have a set “curriculum”. Nevertheless, the 
Court still found that it was in the best interests of the child to have ongoing home 
schooling 1 day a week with dad on an intensive basis.  

12.2 H & W & P [2004] FMCAfam766: 

12.2.1 This was a very short decision; only a couple of paragraphs in relation to a consent 
order.  

12.2.2 The Court ordered that the child NOT be enrolled in home schooling, and the Court 
stated, “In particular I am concerned whether the Applicant has given sufficient 
consideration to the benefit to the Child of attending a school environment and 
participating in school life and further having given sufficient consideration to the 
disadvantages of home schooling and the relatively controlled and cloistered 
atmosphere that that can provide.” 

12.2.3 The Court noted that they would want further information in order to be able to make a 
good decision – the information that they would find of assistance included: 

 Whether sufficient consideration to the benefit to the child of attending the 

school environment; 

 Participation with other children; 
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 Disadvantages of home schooling; 

 The relatively controlled and cloistered atmosphere that that can provide; and 

 School reports as to progress academically and social interaction. 

 

12.3 Cappetto & Cappetto [2011]  FamCAFC 62; [2011] FamCA 68 

12.3.1 This was a decision and appeal of that decision in relation to interim parenting and 
schooling arrangements. The parents were self represented. The Mother applied to 
have the two children, then aged 6 and 4 respectively, live with her, spend supervised 
time (if any) with the father, and that the eldest child be home schooled.  

12.3.2 The decision to refuse to allow the child to be home schooled appears to be entirely 
reasonable given the circumstances. The Court had a report of a psychiatrist which 
indicated that the mother was “enmeshed” with the children, that there had been 
specific findings after a contested domestic violence matter, and that her allegations 
of domestic violence had not been made out. It further indicated that she continued to 
protest those matters and had raised vague and unspecific allegations of sexual 
abuse of the children by the Father.  

12.3.3 Orders had been made for time supervised at a contact centre that the mother had 
refused to comply with, and subsequent orders for her to supervise the time had been 
complied with, less than 50 % of the times that had been ordered.  

12.3.4 There was clear evidence from the psychiatrist that if the enmeshment continued, that 
the children would suffer greatly, and in the circumstances, the mother’s plan to home 
school the child seems to be simply an extension of the enmeshment scenario.  

12.3.5 The Court was also concerned about the mother’s beliefs regarding the ability of the 
children to articulate an opinion about their future relationship with their father. For 
example, when asked under cross examination whether she thought that a three and 
a half year old was old enough to make decisions about what time she should spend 
with the father, the mother’s response was, “Definitely”. 

12.3.6 The Court was not impressed by the level of preparation for home schooling 
undertaken by the mother, finding that she was not fully cognisant of the onus and 
obligations that will be on her to ensure that the child was educated to a standard 
allowing him to integrate easily into the public schooling system in the future. She was 
not aware that she would be required to prepare the syllabus, she had not read the 
Home Education package available from the NSW Department of Education, and had 
taken no steps to facilitate this education.  

12.3.7 In the circumstances, it appears clear that the issue of home schooling was more one 
of the inappropriateness given the mother’s enmeshment issues and attitudes than 
the inappropriateness of home schooling in general.  
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12.4 Leo v Hanson [2010] FamCA 321 

12.4.1 This is a case where the child was residing equal time with the Maternal Grandmother 
and the Father for the interim period of 18 months prior to trial. The Mother had died, 
it would seem, in a car accident that left the father an incomplete quadriplegic. The 
Father was assisted by his parents.  

12.4.2 Both parents lived in rural areas, the Maternal Grandmother on a 16,000 acre 
property, and the Father on a 40,000 acre property. The Father proposed to relocate 
approximately 440 km away from the Maternal Grandmother, to another rural town. 
The Father proposed that the child live with him, and attend a regular school.  

12.4.3 The Maternal Grandmother proposed that the child live with her, in which case, the 
child attend school via distance education.  

12.4.4 Ultimately the distance education matter was not a determinative issue. The Court 
was, however, interested in a variety of factors in the evidence in order to ensure that 
the child’s needs were met with respect to education and socialization.  

12.4.5 The Court’s questioning in relation to the proposal to enrol the child in distance 
education revolved around the steps the Maternal Grandmother had taken to look into 
the Distance Education, think it through, and demonstrate commitment to the process, 
and  the extent to which a physically isolated child would miss out on opportunities to 
socialize with other children. 

12.4.6 The Family Consultant gave evidence to the effect that because the Maternal 
Grandmother had arranged other activities for the child, and weekly attendance at 
school in the town, the concerns in relation to socialization were allayed. The Family 
Consultant also suggested that nothing of substance turned on whether the child was 
distance educated or normally schooled provided the issues of socialization were 
addressed.  

12.4.7 The Court found that there was no evidence before the Court that would establish that 
Distance Education is inherently inferior to regular schooling in educational terms, nor 
was the converse established.  

12.4.8 The evidence that the maternal grandmother had arranged a number of activities that 
would assist the child’s socialization.  

12.4.9 The Court also noted that it “cannot be assumed that a child who has lived much of 
her young life on remote and sparsely populated stations will necessarily or 
automatically adjust favourably to town life.” 

12.4.10 The Court ordered that the child be enrolled in Distance Education. 
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13 A PROPOSED FRAMEWORK TO TACKLE THE ISSUE IN A PARENTING MATTER: 

It is suggested that the types of issues that should be considered when trying to assess the 

appropriateness of a home schooling or Distance Education arrangement (and therefore the evidence 

which should be obtained) include:  

 

 Whether the proposal relates to Distance Education, or home education.  

 If it is home education, what qualifications, skills and abilities does the parent have that render 

home education viable? What syllabus or curriculum has the parent devised already to meet the 

needs of the child? 

 If it is Distance Education, which school is the Distance Education being offered through? Is it a 

multi-curriculum school, and if so, what curriculum has been chosen and why? Do we have 

copies of school report cards, work samples, work/attendance diaries? Has the ICL spoken to the 

teacher that is the family’s primary contact? 

 What preparations have the parents made in relation to the schooling? Do they have a work area 

available to the child? Have they arranged that a parent will be available as the child’s tutor? 

Have they worked out a study schedule? How aware is the parent of their obligations and the 

effort required in relation to the matters at hand? 

 What consideration has been given by the parents to the advantages and disadvantages of 

traditional schooling, home schooling and Distance Education options?  

 What consideration has been given by the parents to meeting the child’s socialisation needs? 

How are they facilitating the opportunities for their child to learn to share and play with other 

children and navigate social situations? 

 What safety net is available to be able to monitor the child’s educational progress throughout the 

duration of the chosen schooling option? What about the monitoring of a child’s social progress?  

 What evidence is there of the children’s progress at school and what evidences their areas of 

academic weakness and educational needs? 

 Are the parents or the adult supervisor available and appropriate to tutor the child? Have they 

considered the time commitment required? Are there issues with enmeshment? Are there 

intellectual or psychiatric issues that would make home schooling inappropriate?  

 Whether the parent demonstrated an awareness of the need to make sure that physical isolation 

did not become social isolation for the child; 

 Whether the parent had put in place strategies to ensure that the child would not be socially 

disadvantaged were they to be Distance Educated. 

 

Questions? 
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Useful Information 

State Schools of Distance Education 

 Brisbane School of Distance Education: 

o W: http://brisbanesde.eq.edu.au/wcms/ 

o P: (07) 3727 2444 

o F: (07) 3324 0671 

o A: PO Box 1308, BRISBANE  QLD  4001 

 

 Cairns School of Distance Education: 

o W: http://cairnssde.eq.edu.au/wordpress/ 

o P: (07) 4080 9111 

o F: (07) 4080 9100 

o A: PO Box 7092, CAIRNS  QLD  4870 

 

 Capricornia (Rockhampton Campus) School of Distance Education: 

o W: http://capricorniasde.eq.edu.au/wcms/ 

o P: (07) 4931 4800 

o F: (07) 4926 2435 

o A: 241-259 Farm Street, KAWANA  QLD  4701 

 

 Capricornia (Emerald Campus) School of Distance Education: 

o W: http://capricorniasde.eq.edu.au/wcms/ 

o P: (07) 4987 9100 

o F: (07) 4987 4156 

o A: Cnr Gladstone and Grey Streets, EMERALD  QLD  4720 

 

 Charleville School of Distance Education: 

o W: https://charlevisde.eq.edu.au/Pages/default.aspx  

o P: (07) 4656 8999 

o F: (07) 4656 8900 

o A: Parry Street, CHARLEVILLE  QLD  4470 

 

 Charters Towers School of Distance Education: 

o W: https://chartowesde.eq.edu.au/Pages/default.aspx 

o P: (07) 4754 6888 

o F: (07) 4754 6800 

o A: PO Box 685, CHARTERS TOWERS  QLD  4820 

 

http://brisbanesde.eq.edu.au/wcms/
http://cairnssde.eq.edu.au/wordpress/
http://capricorniasde.eq.edu.au/wcms/
http://capricorniasde.eq.edu.au/wcms/
https://charlevisde.eq.edu.au/Pages/default.aspx
https://chartowesde.eq.edu.au/Pages/default.aspx
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 Longreach School of Distance Education: 

o W: https://longreacsde.eq.edu.au/Pages/default.aspx 

o P: (07) 4658 4222 

o F: (07) 4658 4200 

o A: PO Box 600, LONGREACH  QLD  4730 

 

 Mt Isa School of the Air: 

o W: http://mtisasde.eq.edu.au/wcms/ 

o P: (07) 4744 8333 

o F: (07) 4744 8300 

o A: PO Box 1683, MOUNT ISA  QLD  4825 

 

Private Schools of Distance Education 

 Riverside Christian College: 

o W: http://www.riverside.qld.edu.au/ 

o P: (07) 4123 5599 

o F: (07) 4123 2545 

o A: PO Box 2069, MARYBOROUGH  QLD  4650 

 

 Groves Christian College: 

o W: http://www.groves.qld.edu.au/ 

o P: (07) 3827 6527 

o F: (07) 3808 3755 

o A: PO Box 27, KINGSTON  QLD  4114 

 

 Hinchinbrook Christian School: 

o W: http://www.hinchinbrookcs.org.au/ 

o P: (07) 4776 3111 

o F: (07) 4776 1479 

o A: 77 Halifax Road, INGHAM  QLD  4850 

 

 Jubilee Christian College: 

o W: http://www.jubileecc.qld.edu.au/home 

o P: (07) 4091 4627 

o F: (07) 4091 4507 

o A: PO Box 1275, ATHERTON  QLD  4883 

 

 Faith Christian School of Distance Education: 

o W: http://www.faithcsde.com/ 

https://longreacsde.eq.edu.au/Pages/default.aspx
http://mtisasde.eq.edu.au/wcms/
http://www.riverside.qld.edu.au/
http://www.groves.qld.edu.au/
http://www.hinchinbrookcs.org.au/
http://www.jubileecc.qld.edu.au/home
http://www.faithcsde.com/
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o P: (07) 3299 5357 

o F: Nil 

o A: PO Box 105, KINGSTON  QLD  4114 

 

 Australian Christian College: 

o W: http://moreton.acc.edu.au/ 

o P: (07) 5490 6100 

o F: (07) 5490 6150 

o A: Locked Bag 6000, CABOOLTURE BC  QLD  4510  

 

http://moreton.acc.edu.au/

